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Festivals & Functions create a sense of belongingness in a
family system of life. Donors and well wishers are our close
relatives who are much more than a father and mother. We pray
for your well being and for a "HAPPY DIWALI"

Share your mite for orphan children and senior citizens of
Sivananda Orphanage in the form of new clothes, crackers, oil
for bath, rice, wheat and food grains to celebrate the festival.
Your contribution may be sent by a cheque / draft in favour of
SIVANANDA SARASWATHI SEVASHRAM.

General Secretary

No. 20, Kambar Street, East Tambaram, Chennai-600 059.
Phone: 22391078,

SIVANANDA SARASWATHI SEVASHRAM

22392444

No.156, Thambu Chetty Street, Chennai-600 001. Phone:25342803
City Collection Centre : M/s. Prakash Trading Co.,

SIVANANDA ORPHANAGE
Kattankolathur-603 203, Kancheepuram Dist.

Phone : +91  044-27452345, 27451815
Cell : 98410 02319, 98419 77690, 98414 77691

Note : Donation are exempted from income tax under 80G sec.
I.T. Exemp No DIT (E) No. 2039(88) 86-87 Dt. 30.06.2009.
For the period from 1.4.09 onwards

Email : sivanand@md2.vsnl.net.in   sivanandarajaram@yahoo.com
Web   : www.buildhope.org
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Two women are mapping Bangalore 
through culinary walks 

Neel Mukherjee examines the 
skeletons banished to the deep 

recesses of the closet

12 OCTOBER 2014

COVER STORY

‘I Have Never Liked 
Any of the Roles 

I Have Played So Far’

in Garden City
Walk the Taste

Abhishek Bachchan talks about Happy 
New Year, dealing with flops, and more

The Midwife Mojo
At Healthy Mother Sanctum, 
one can now learn about the 

benefits of midwifery

From molecular to fusion to bite-
sized and  modern, the cuisine 

kaleidoscope is on a roll 

The Dry Rot 
of Others

MOVING 
FEAST

VOICES

SADHGURU 
SPEAKS

A Peaceful Mind Can 
Bring Peace in World

◆ G PARTHASARATHY
◆ PUSHPESH PANT
◆ C P JOHN
◆ TSR SUBRAMANIAN
◆ REMEZ SASSON
◆ YOGI ASHWINI
◆ MUKUL SHARMA
◆ DAS SREEDHARAN
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Yes 70% no 30%
TodaY’s quesTion:  

Do you think Malala Yousafzai deserved the Nobel Peace Prize?

SMS <NIEP Y/N> TO 54646
www.newindianexpress.com

express poll of the day
Should income tax payers be taken out of the Public 

Distribution System?

ens economic Bureau

Hyderabad:  Have a valid 
mobile number and a Wi-Fi-
enabled device? If yes, your 
commute in and around 
Hitec city has just become 
interesting, thanks to the 
free ‘Public Wi-Fi’ pilot ini-
tiative rolled out jointly by 
the Telangana  government  
and telecom service provider 
bharti Airtel. 

Nearly 40,000 persons 
commuting between Cyber 
towers-Madhapur police sta-
tion, Cyber Towers-Kothagu-
da junction and Cyber Towers-
Raheja Mindspace circle are 
now entitled for free internet 
services of up to 750 mbps per 
day per user. As a part of its 
3-month pilot, Airtel has set 
hotspots at 17 locations cover-
ing a total of 8 km around 
Hitec city for users to access 
free internet. 

Typically, 750 mbps data 
usage will allow users with 
Wi-Fi-enabled devices like 
smartphones, tablets, lap-
tops, netbooks, phablets, to 
send nearly 200 mails with-
out attachments and even 
watch a 2-2.5 hour movie i.e., 
if the service provider per-
mits.  ‘’This is just a begin-
ning. We will come to a posi-
tion where the entire city will 
be Wi-Fi enabled in about 
four months. Tendering pro-

cess is going on. The entire 
700 sq km of Hyderabad city 
will be covered under Wi-Fi 
soon,” said  IT minister KT 
Rama Rao.

He added that enabling 
public access to superior Wi-
Fi technology was a part of 
the government’s broader 
agenda  to promote greater 
digital inclusion for citizens, 
therefore making Hydera-
bad, a ‘Global Smart City.’

According to Venkatesh 
Vijayraghavan, CEO,  bharti 
Airtel, AP and Telangana, 
optic fiber technology has 
been used to provide the ser-

vice. ‘’Though the speed of 
internet will be 40 mbps, the 
same will depend on number 
of users at that point of time,” 
he said adding that the com-
pany was in the process of 
working out tariff. 

For Airtel, this is the first 
such free Wi-Fi rollout across 
the country. After the pilot, 
Airtel will take a call on how 
to extend its services. When 
asked, if Airtel will consider 
expanding this service to 
other states, Vijayraghavan 
said the company was in si-
lent period to discuss expan-
sion plans. 

Free Wi-Fi now in Hitec City
Anyone with a valid mobile can access the internet on their wi-fi-enabled devices 

HoW To aCCess 
n Enter mobile number in 
first text box and submit

n one-time user name 
and password will be sent 
via sMs

n Input the received user 
name and password in 
second text box to login
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Hitec City II
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Madhapur

Kondapur

Sai Madhu Towers

Hitec City

Balaji Nagar, Madhapur

Hitec City main road

Ohris Atom

Madhapur ps.in
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Lemon Tree.in
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Hitex.in

CII.in
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Kothaguda.in

information technology minister KT Rama Rao and Bharti airtel (aP & 
Ts) Ceo Venkatesh Vijayraghavan at the announcement in Hyderabad 
on Friday on state’s first public Wi-Fi powered by airtel | eXPRess PHoTo

by suhas Yellapantula

Hyderabad: An architect 
and engineer by training, 
Carlo Ratti practises in Ita-
ly and teaches at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) in the 
US where he directs the 
Senseable City Lab. He has 
co-authored over 250 pub-
lications and is regular con-
tributor to several maga-
zines and newspapers 
worldwide. Now in Hydera-
bad to attend the XI Me-
tropolis World Congress, 
Carlo speaks to Suhas yel-
lapantula about the chang-
es taking place in cities, his 
impression about Hydera-
bad and the challenges that 
lie ahead. Excerpts: 

What is your idea of a 
smart city?

We prefer to call them 
Senseable cities, it focuses 
more on the human, in-
stead of technological side. 
What is happening on an 
urban scale today is similar 
to what happened two de-
cades ago in Formula One 

racing. Up to that point, 
success on the circuit was 
primarily credited to a car’s 
mechanics and the driver’s 
raw capabilities. but then 
telemetry technology blos-
somed. The car was trans-
formed into a computer 
that was monitored in real 
time by thousands of sen-
sors, becoming ‘intelli-
gent’ and better able to re-
spond to the conditions of 
the race. In a similar way, 
digital technologies have 
begun to blanket our cit-
ies, forming the backbone 
of a large, intelligent in-
frastructure. broadband 
fiber-optic and wireless 
telecommunication grids 
are supporting mobile 
phones, smartphones and 

tablets. Add to this foun-
dation a relentlessly grow-
ing network of sensors 
and digital control tech-
nologies, all tied together 
by chip, powerful comput-
ers, and our cities are 
quickly becoming like 
‘computers in open air.’ 
What is your impres-
sion of Hyderabad?

Hyderabad has an im-
pressive architectural heri-
tage and the recent devel-
opment linked with new 
technologies. The union of 
these two components 
makes it a very interesting 
place to live in.
How are we progressing 
in developing cities? 

We can see several cities 
focusing on smart cities 

but there is no single solu-
tion that suits all. It is very 
important to understand 
that different places, with 
different cultural back-
grounds, history and mor-
phology, require ad hoc 
solutions that take into ac-
count the uniqueness of 
the framework. An archi-
tect would research and 
understand the topogra-
phy, the site, the context, 
and then plan accordingly.
What are the challenges 
that lie ahead? 

The main challenge is to 
give citizens the right in-
strument to manage their 
cities and to improve their 
environment. I favour a 
bottom-up approach to de-
velopment of a smart city.

express news service

Hyderabad: Ruing the lack 
of understanding of climate 
change in cities, GHMC com-
missioner Somesh Kumar 
has called for a better adap-
tation of strategies related to 
flood management, water 
supply and waste disposal 
and energy efficiency,etc. 

“There is lack of under-
standing of climate change in 
cities. Little attempt has been 
made to adhere to climate 
change. Implementation is 
not linked with climate change 
and there is a lack of policies, 
capacity and resources,” said 
Somesh Kumar  at a session 
on ‘Adapting to Climate 
Change in Cities - Hyderabad 
Experience’, on the final day 
of the XI Metropolis World 

Congress here on Friday.
“Cities are a major con-

tributor to climate change as 
they constitute 2 per cent of 
earth area, 78 per cent en-
ergy consumption and 60 
per cent carbon dioxide. This 
makes them highly vulner-
able to floods, extreme tem-
peratures, cyclones and 
storms. The poor and slum-
dwellers remain the most 
vulnerable,” Somesh Kumar 
observed.

On solid waste manage-
ment, he said, “Hyderabad 
generates 4000 MT of waste. 
There is a need for segrega-
tion of sources and proper 
treatment. We are going to 
increase the green cover in 
the state by 33 per cent and 
strengthen our public trans-
port system,” he added.

‘Cities Contributing  
to Climate Change’

GHMC commissioner somesh Kumar presenting a memento inter-gov-
ernmental panel on climate change director Rajendra Pachauri on the 
final day of Xi Metropolis World Congress on Friday. | eXPRess PHoTo

‘Cities Becoming like Computers in Open Air’

Q&A Carlo Ratti


