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Global Leaders to Discuss Future of the City at Inaugural New Cities Summit:
 Landmark Summit to bring together key global players from public, private, research,
urban planning and creative communities.

 By 2050, more than 7 billion people will live in cities worldwide. The global shift from
rural to urban living is one of the most dramatic and important demographic phenomena
in human history, and this new world of cities will have a massive impact on our
economies, on government, on societies and on us as individuals in both the developed and the emerging world.   This mega trend is likely to
impact each one of us in ways that we know will be profound, but are not yet fully understood. That’s why the New Cities Summit, being
held in May in Paris, is bringing together global thought leaders, mayors and city managers, leading CEOs and representatives of civil society
to discuss one of the most important topics of our time: the future of cities in the 21st century.

The theme of the 2012 New Cities Summit, ‘Thinking Ahead, Building Together’, reflects the New Cities Foundation’s belief that
understanding and contributing to our urban future requires new partnerships built on bold, audacious thinking and analysis. The Summit will
feature some of the world’s greatest urban thinkers to examine the vision of tomorrow’s urban world, and deal with topics including mobility,
the creative and connected city, the annotated city, the just city, water, building greener districts and infrastructure financing for the urban
boom.

There will be a special focus on Urban China, which is rapidly approaching a billion city
dwellers, Latin America, India and Greater Paris, and the role of technology in shaping the
cities of tomorrow will be examined in sessions such as “Navigating the Meta City” an
interactive session which will offer a glimpse into a future city in which various layers of
software constitute a powerful computing platform for hybrid digital-physical environments.   
In its inaugural year, the Summit has attracted speakers and participants from industry, the
public sector, research, and design. These include Xie Chengxiang, Deputy Mayor,
Huangshi, People’s Republic of China; Bertrand Delanoë, Mayor of Paris; Ajit Gulabchand,
Chairman of the Hindustan Construction Group; Pamela Puchalski, Senior Consultant,
Bennett Midland and Advisor, Global Cities Initiative at The Brookings Institution; Daniel
Libeskind, Architect; Gérard Mestrallet, CEO, GDF Suez; Hans Vestberg, President and
CEO, Ericsson; VHILS, artist; Esther Dyson, Angel Investor; and Carlo Ratti, Director,
SENSEable City Lab at Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

“We are only at the early stages of understanding the impact of global urbanization,” says
John Rossant, Chairman of the New Cities Foundation. “This is a phenomenon of
unprecedented scale that will affect all of our lives. The New Cities Summit is essential as it
is the sole venue which brings together great urban thinkers and builders from a range of
disciplines which focuses the global conversation on the city. From the big picture vision to
the hands on solutions, we want this Summit to be a watershed event.”

To find out more about the Summit, please visit: www.newcitiessummit2012.org
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Now don't get me wrong this is a great move, but I think one of the concerns that this raises for me is the lack of a "person on the
street" perspective. Cities depend heavily on buy-in from the people that occupy them and I don't think having a conference which
glorifies a top-down approach captures the desires of people that live in cities.
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